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The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. YODER).

————

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
January 16, 2014.

I hereby appoint the Honorable KEVIN
YODER to act as Speaker pro tempore on this
day.

JOHN A. BOEHNER,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

————
PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Dear God, we give You thanks for
giving us another day.

We ask Your special blessing upon
the Members of this people’s House.
They have faced difficult decisions in
difficult times, but have labored hard
to forge a significant compromise. As
has been the testimony of history, dif-
ficult losses have been felt while possi-
bilities for a more positive future have
been created.

Bless our Nation, O God, that this
legislation, as difficult as it has been
to work out, will prove to be beneficial
for us, and that our fellow citizens
might know that all of us are respon-
sible for creating a stronger commu-
nity as a Nation.

Bless all who have labored so hard in
these past days and weeks and be with
them and with us all this day and every
day to come.

May all that is done be for Your
greater honor and glory.

Amen.

———
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the

last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Washington (Mr. KiL-
MER) come forward and lead the House
in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. KILMER led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain up to five requests
for 1-minute speeches on each side of
the aisle.

———
CLEAN WATER IS A PRIORITY

(Mrs. CAPITO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1

minute.)
Mrs. CAPITO. Mr. Speaker, for a
week now, residents across the

Kanawha Valley have been told not to
use their tap water for any purpose.
Businesses and schools have been
closed for over a week. While things
are returning to normal for some resi-
dents, tens of thousands of residents of
West Virginia remain under a do-not-
use water order due to a chemical leak
from Freedom Industries into the Elk
River which is upstream from the pub-
lic water system, our water system.

For more than two decades, no gov-
ernment agency inspected this facility.
Precious response time was lost be-
cause Freedom Industries did not im-
mediately report the spill, and respond-
ers did not have sufficient information
about the chemical.

We must examine our existing laws
at all levels of government—Ilocal,
State, and Federal—and find the gaps
that allowed this spill to occur.

At my request, the House Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure Committee
will hold a hearing in Charleston to ex-
amine the causes of the spill, the re-
sponse, and the actions that should be
taken.

I want to thank the West Virginia
National Guard, the West Virginia De-
partment of Homeland Security,
FEMA, first responders, and many,
many West Virginians and volunteers
across the State, along with our neigh-
bors from neighboring States. But West
Virginians were just amazing. We
joined together to meet this challenge
and have exemplified once again that
Mountaineer spirit which we are very
well known for.

———
CLIMATE CHANGE

(Mr. MCcCNERNEY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. McNERNEY. Mr. Speaker, the
evidence for climate change is over-
whelming, be it superstorms,
megadroughts, migration of biological
systems, the disappearance of historic
glaciers, ocean acidification, or the
melting of the polar ice cap. The poten-
tial for catastrophic change grows
every year.

Unfortunately, House Republicans
continue to push legislation that exac-
erbates climate change. Last year, Re-
publicans reduced funding for the clean
energy technologies, interfered with
R&D at the Department of Energy, and
prevented the EPA from addressing
carbon emissions.

Our economy is expected to grow this
year; and with that growth, carbon
emissions will rise. The United States
is a leader in technology and innova-
tion. We should use this leadership as
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